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MINUTES 
NORTHEASTERN WISCONSIN REGIONAL ACCESS TO TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

Wednesday, July 13, 2016 
East Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission, 400 Ahnaip Street, Suite 100, Menasha, WI 

 

MEETING ATTENDEES: Jeffrey Agee-Aguayo (Bay-Lake Regional Planning Commission) 

                                           Pam Busch (Door-Tran, Door County Transportation Consortium) 

                                           Lisa Conard (Brown County Planning Commission) 

                                           Essie Fels (Green Bay Metro) 

                                           Holly Keenan (Lutheran Social Services/Making the Ride Happen) 

                                           Kolin Erickson (East Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission) 

                                           Sandy Popp (Options for Independent Living) 

                                           Mark Weisensel (ADRC of Winnebago County) 

   Dave Vickman (GO Transit, Oshkosh) 

   Christel Giesen (ADRC of Brown County) 

   Kathy Doyle & Sue Pomplun (ADVOCAP Inc.) 

   Joann Dewhurst (ADRC  

  

MEMBERS EXCUSED: Carrie Porter (GWAAR) 
   Linda Grider (Manitowoc County Mobility Manager) 
   Karl Schulte (Running Inc./Brown Cab) 
   Derek Muench (Shoreline Metro) 
 
1. Call to Order, Welcome and Introductions 

Chairperson Sandy Popp called the meeting to order at 9:35 a.m. Welcome and introductions done. 
Pam Busch and Jeff Agee-Aguayo noted who had asked to be excused from the meeting. 

 
2. Agenda Review, Repair and Approval 

Moved by Lisa Conard and seconded by Mark Weisensel, carried without amendments. 
 
3. Review and Approval of April 13, 2016 NEWRATC Meeting Minutes 

Moved by Lisa Conard and seconded by Christel Giesen, carried and filed without amendments. 
 

4. Public Input 
No input received. 

 
5. State and Federal Legislative Update  

Jeff Agee-Aguayo shared that Sheboygan is having a meeting today regarding possible 
implementation of a half-cent sales tax for roadway construction infrastructure. 
Pam Busch shared that the Section 5310 grants are now available.  

 
6. Update on Medical Assistance Transportation Management 

Sandy Popp asked if anyone has heard that the renewal of the medical necessity documentation was 
going to be reduced from six months to a three months.  
Essie Fels shared that she thought it was an annual renewal process. Sandy will contact Dana Schultz 
with MTM and Carrie Porter with GWAAR to clarify and will let the members know the outcome. 
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Discussed the importance of Dana’s attendance at the last meeting. Attendees felt it would be 
helpful if she became a member of this group. Pam will add her to the contact list to ensure she 
receives up-to-date information for NEWRATC.  
Mark Weisensel asked the status of the motion noted on page 6 of the April 13, 2016 minutes, 
which requested a letter be sent to MTM with four bullet points. Sandy Popp said that drafts were 
done, however was unsure if the letter was mailed. She will research the status of the letter and will 
send it if it hasn’t already been sent.  
 

7. Committee Member/Program Updates 

 Lisa Conard shared that Green Bay MPO’s 5310 deadline is August 15th and they 
anticipate a little over $160,000 in requests. To date, they are aware of Curative 
Connections and Green Metro who have vehicle and Mobility Management needs. 

 Pam Busch shared that the County of Door will be submitting a 5310 grant for 2 vehicles 
the Sunshine House for 1 vehicle and Door-Tran for Mobility Management, Voucher & 
Volunteer Programs. The Door County Human Services/Transit plan draft was submitted 
to WisDOT for review a couple of weeks ago. Door-Tran will be doing strategic planning 
in October. 

 Kolin Erickson distributed a survey “Working Together” that will be used to assist in the 
regional plan for their 10 county area in 2018.  

 Mark Weisensel shared that Nick Musson is applying for a grant to complete the Transit 
Development Plan for GO Transit in 2017. This is a five year plan that would allow the 
next step in making bus stops more accessible. East Central has assessed each stop and 
GO Transit is tracking ridership by stops to be able to prioritize projects. 

 Dave Vickman shared that GO Transit will be starting office remodeling that will benefit 
customers and staff and improve security. Dave stated that two contracts will be going 
out for bid. One is for Route 10 for Neenah-Oshkosh and the other will be for the 
ambulatory part of their Paratransit service. Dave also shared that 10 of their 16 buses 
are 2003 or older. GO Transit received funding for three buses, one per year beginning 
last year. They have also received SDP funds and will get five additional 40 foot buses. 

 Christel Giesen shared that the ADRC is working with Green Bay Metro to begin a 
Mobility Management project with possible travel training. She is also working with a 
committee on a Rural Transportation Needs study for Brown County and hopes this will 
identify ways to maximize services to meet more needs. Christel mentioned the 
volunteer driver mileage reimbursement concerns and that there is a bill to increase this 
for Meals on Wheels with attempts being made to include volunteers who transport 
people. She shared that their rural driver escort program provides longer trips therefore 
it doesn’t take long for volunteers to reach the $600 amount, which may require a 1099. 
Pam brought up the insurance company concern for volunteer drivers. Holly Keenan 
shared that WAMM is working with the Insurance Commissioner to clarify the 
differences between volunteers and Uber drivers and hopes that a list will be updated 
with companies who support volunteer drivers.  

 Jeff Agee-Aguayo shared that Sheboygan’s coordinated plan meeting will be 8/16/16 at 
2 p.m. at the ADRC and Kewaunee’s will be 9/13/16 at the Kewaunee Human Services 
building. Manitowoc’s meeting is to be scheduled. Jeff shared that the Manitowoc TDP 
will be done soon. Shoreline Metro instituted route revisions for routes mostly the 
south side of the City of Sheboygan that took effect on 7/5/16. Jeff will assist with their 
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TDP next year. Jeff also shared that Shoreline Metro was awarded CMAQ funds for four 
buses in 2017 and 2018. 

 Sue Pomplun shared that Kathy Doyle wrote and was awarded a grant to serve Green 
Lake County with employment transportation needs. 

 Holly Keenan shared that Nick Musson completed a rural transportation study for 
Winnebago County and the plan shows gaps. Beginning to meet and review what may 
be done. Sub-committees are already working on the employment and health care 
needs. Will be completing a 5310 grant for a vehicle for LSS and Holly is researching 
volunteer program software systems. No move has been made of the offices to date. 

 Essie Fels shared that their first automated securement system was installed a couple of 
weeks ago and is turning out to be liked by riders and drivers. The Game Day routes are 
now available. 
 

8. Other Issues 
a. VRide Discussion 

Reviewed presentation that was emailed by Nick Musson to all members. Per 
Jeff presentations were provided a short time ago as VRide is interested in 
providing more services in Wisconsin. Jeff, Kathy and Sue who either attended 
the presentation or met with VRide representatives by phone, shared that the 
company will provide a vehicle and covers all expenses and then charges an 
employer depending on the size of the vehicle. Riders pay a fare based on the 
number of participants and the driver, who is also employed, is a volunteer and 
their benefit is that they don’t pay a fare and has access to up to 200 miles of 
personal travel. The cost ranges from $1,000-$3,000 per month. Sue shared that 
Arends is currently using this system and she will contact them for input on their 
experience so far. Kathy shared that VRide was recently purchased by Enterprise 
so further expansions may occur. 

 
9. Next Meeting Date and Location 

October 12, 2016 at 9:30 a.m. at Green Bay Metro located at 901 University Avenue. 
 
10. Adjournment 

Mark Weisensel motioned to adjourn at 11:20 a.m., second by Sue Pomplun, carried. 


